
       
          As the group walked away 
from the Bloody Sunday Museum 
in Derry-Londonderry, one of the 
girls questioned who has the pow-
er to make change for the better 
happen.  

She had just listened to one of the survivors 
of Bloody Sunday whose brother had been 
killed on that day in 1972.  On the one hand 
she had connected with the story of the 
horrors of that day and the years of violence 
done in the name of religious beliefs and 
heritage; on the other she was moved by the 

calm hope-filled way that the survivor spoke 
of people who forgave, those who continue 
to seek justice with an overwhelming desire 
never to return to violence. 

In September, 16 young people travelled 
from North Edinburgh and West Lothian to 
Corrymeela, Northern Ireland’s oldest centre 
for peace and reconciliation.  Their aim was 
to see for themselves the effects of sectarian-
ism in Northern Ireland and came away with 
a sense of hope from local people who want 
to make peace last in spite of their experi-
ence of structures and idealisms that seem 
stuck in the past. 

Before leaving for Corrymeela, the father of 
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one of the participants asked, ‘What side are 
you on?’ referring to football chants and the 
so-called ‘banter’ used among friends and 
family.  On arrival, the group was welcomed 
by a Protestant with nationalistic politics who 
told some of the story.  He emphasised that 
having grown up during the Troubles, the 
people and structures of peace had taught 
him to take the values and beliefs from both 
traditions which helped his understanding 
and raised empathy in his dealings with oth-
ers.   

The group met other young people in an East 
Belfast youth club who talked of territorial 
divides reminiscent of territorial divides in 
parts of Edinburgh, the difference being that 
divides in Belfast are often rooted in religion 
and politics.  

The two groups quickly spoke about what 
was similar in Northern Ireland and Scotland: 
the assumptions made about young people 
based on where they live; the lack of oppor-
tunities in training and employment or just 
not being able to afford to do the things that 
other people do; the issues facing young 
people based on race and sexuality in par-

ticular; supporting friends with depression; 
and some of their peers who turn to serious 
criminality. 

The young people from Scotland came away 
with their eyes opened!  One young man 
spoke about how they had heard of life from 
the extreme in Northern Ireland – guns, 
bombs and paramilitaries, but that essentially 
what young people want in Northern Ireland 
is the same as what he wants for himself and 
his friends in Edinburgh.   

What was the outcome?  A group of young 
people from Belfast and Edinburgh want to 
get together to have fun—and they promised 
to visit each other in Scotland and again in 
Belfast!  Here’s to Summer 2020!

Find out more about Stand Up on our web-
site here: www.youthscotland.org.uk 

https://www.youthscotland.org.uk/programmes/stand-up/

